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Who get them 
for negative 

reasons 
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  Dogs were 
recognized to have 
limited tolerance 
  Children were known to  

provoke dogs 

  Almost unanimous  
agreement that 
problem  
rested with owners 

  1966-1975 – only one 
case of fatal Pit Bull 
Terrier attack in 1971 
newspaper story 
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 BREED IS NOT  
A FACTOR! 
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What do you know  
about Pit Bull Terriers? 

Pit bull terriers have  
locking jaws. 

•  True 
•  False 
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The infamous locking jaw is a 
myth. The American Pit bull 

terrier and related breeds are 
physiologically no different 

than any other breed of dog. 

False.  

Pit bull terriers are  
aggressive dogs.  

•    True 
•    False 
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False. 

The American Temperament  
Test Society says Pit bull Terriers  

had a passing rate of 82% or better –  
compared to only 77% of the  

average dog population.  

Which of these celebrities has  
never had a Pit Bull Terrier? 

•   Alicia Silverstone 
•   Mary Tyler Moore 
•   Jon Stewart 
•   Jon Bon Jovi 
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d. Jon Bon Jovi  

   Jon Stewart, Alicia Silverstone,  
and Mary Tyler Moore have  
had Pit Bull Terriers as pets. 

When adopting Pit bull terriers,  
you should always create adoption 
and liability forms that let people  

know these are special dogs  
that need special owners. 

•   True 
•   False 
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  When looking to adopt out any 
dogs, including Pit bull terriers,  

screen for responsible pet owners 
just as you would any dog.  

Ledy will tell you why  
in a few minutes.  

False. 

Pit Bull Terriers have served  
 as war dogs, rescue animals,  

and police dogs. 

•   True 
•   False 
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True. 

   The first United States war dog was a  
Pit bull terrier named Stubby. A rescued  

Pit bull terrier named Popsicle was a  
U.S. customs dog. And, Petey from the  

TV show, The Little Rascals, 
was a Pit Bull Terrier. 

Thanks for playing! 

Created by Cathy M. Rosenthal 
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Hillsborough County Animal Shelter, Tampa, Florida 
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X
•   Dogs involved in fighting need to be  
   rescued from their abusers. 
•  Dog fighters are animal abusers. 
•  Dogs involved in dog fighting rings  
   are victims of animal cruelty. 
•  We are behaviorally-assessing all  
   the dog fighting victims and 
   determining what resources are  
   needed to help them recover  
   from this abuse. 
•   Just like with any dog, our goal is to  
   evaluate and place them into new  
   homes or as service pets. 
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•   Don’t be afraid to talk to the media  

•   Begin interviews/press releases by    
    acknowledging the tragedy/ showing concern  
    for the victim(s) 

•  Never accuse pet owners of irresponsibility  
  during first interview, especially if child is victim  

•  Admit when you don’t know all the facts of the  
  case so it’s difficult to comment 

•  Don’t be defensive; act with compassion or  
  concern 
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That’s a good question. In our field, we see lots 
of media reports about dog bites and ironically, 
the breed is usually almost always 
misidentified. 
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Dangerous 
breed is the 
creation of 
an image 

and not fact! 

http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com 
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